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Week Ending Friday, December 6, 2002

Proclamation 7631—World AIDS
Day, 2002

November 27, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has taken the
lives of more than 20 million people and is
projected to take millions more. On World
AIDS Day, countries around the world are
united to support the individuals, families,
and communities affected by this disease,
and to renew our commitment to preventing
the spread of HIV/AIDS, developing and de-
livering more effective treatments, and find-
ing a cure.

To support our struggle against HIV/
AIDS, we must call upon the compassion,
energy, and generosity of all people. Through
their service and dedication, faith-based and
volunteer organizations are providing local
and global communities with strategies to
confront the HIV/AIDS pandemic. By re-
sponding to the needs of their neighbors,
these organizations and individual citizens
offer invaluable support and hope to count-
less people. These organizations also help
overcome dangerous barriers to HIV preven-
tion, care, and treatment such as the stigma
and discrimination that often attaches to
those suffering from HIV/AIDS. By raising
awareness and promoting acceptance of peo-
ple living with HIV/AIDS, we help improve
the lives of millions of people around the
world and demonstrate the compassion of
our Nation.

My Administration remains strongly com-
mitted to supporting research that treats
those living with HIV/AIDS, prevents the
spread of this disease, and that can develop
a cure. For this coming year, my Administra-
tion has requested $2.9 billion for research
on vaccines and treatments to combat the
disease. This is a significant increase over

prior year funding for these efforts, and ex-
presses my Administration’s commitment to
helping find a cure.

To help stop the global spread of AIDS
we must prevent mothers from passing the
HIV virus to their children. My Administra-
tion has committed $500 million to the new
International Mother and Child HIV Preven-
tion Initiative, which will focus on countries
in Africa and the Caribbean where the prob-
lem is the most severe. This Initiative seeks
to treat 1 million women annually and to re-
duce mother-to-child transmission of HIV/
AIDS by 40 percent within 5 years. It also
increases the availability of preventative care
and drug treatment therapy, and seeks to im-
prove critical healthcare delivery systems.
The International Mother and Child Preven-
tion Initiative will save thousands of lives, and
assist our vital effort to overcome the global
devastation of HIV/AIDS.

The United States intends to provide more
than $1.3 billion in 2003 to international ef-
forts to combat HIV/AIDS, a 30 percent in-
crease over the prior year’s commitment. I
was very pleased to help launch the Global
Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria together with U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Annan and Nigerian President Obasanjo.
My Administration has since then pledged
$500 million to the Global Fund, and we are
committed to further support the Fund as
it continues to demonstrate its success.

On World AIDS Day, I urge world leaders
and citizens to join the efforts to combat
HIV/AIDS. By working together, we can pro-
vide hope and comfort to all those affected
by this devastating disease.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
2002, as World AIDS Day. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, officials of other territories
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subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, and the American people to join me
in reaffirming our commitment to combating
HIV/AIDS. I encourage all Americans to par-
ticipate in appropriate commemorative pro-
grams and ceremonies in houses of worship,
workplaces, and other community centers to
remember those who have lost their lives to
this deadly disease and to comfort and sup-
port those living with and impacted by HIV/
AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
two, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 3, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 29, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 4. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting an Alternative Plan for
Locality Pay Increases for Civilian
Federal Employees

November 27, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

I am transmitting an alternative plan for
locality pay increases payable to civilian Fed-
eral employees covered by the General
Schedule (GS) pay system in January 2003.

Under title 5, United States Code, civilian
Federal employees covered by the GS pay
system would receive a two-part pay increase
in January 2003: (1) a 3.1 percent across-the-
board increase in scheduled GS rates of basic
pay linked to the part of the Employment
Cost Index (ECI) that deals with changes in
the wages and salaries of private industry
workers, and (2) a locality pay increase based
on Bureau of Labor Statistics’ salary surveys.
For Federal employees covered by the local-
ity pay system, the overall average pay in-
crease would be about 18.6 percent.
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For each part of the two-part pay increase,
title 5, United States Code, authorizes me
to implement an alternative pay plan if I view
the adjustment that would otherwise take ef-
fect as inappropriate due to “national emer-
gency or serious economic conditions affect-
ing the general welfare.” For the reasons de-
scribed below, I have determined that it
would be appropriate to exercise my statu-
tory alternative plan authority to limit the lo-
cality pay portion of the January 2003 GS
pay increase.

A national emergency has existed since
September 11, 2001. Full statutory civilian
pay increases in 2003 would interfere with
our Nation’s ability to pursue the war on ter-
rorism. They would cost about $13.6 billion
in 2003 alone—$11.2 billion more than the
2.6 percent overall Federal civilian pay in-
crease I proposed in my 2003 Budget—and
would build in later years. Such cost in-
creases would threaten our efforts against
terrorism or force deep cuts in discretionary
spending or Federal employment to stay
within budget. Neither outcome is accept-
able. Therefore, I have determined that a
total pay increase of 3.1 percent would be
appropriate for GS employees in January
2003.

Because 5 U.S.C. 5303 already mandates
an across-the-board GS pay increase of 3.1
percent in January 2003, GS locality-based
comparability payments under 5 U.S.C. 5304
must remain at current levels. While my Ad-
ministration remains committed to the prin-
ciple of adjusting civilian Federal pay rates
in keeping with changes in local labor market
rates, our national situation precludes grant-
ing larger pay increases to GS employees at
this time.

Accordingly, I have determined that:

(1) Under the authority of section 5303(a)
of title 5, United States Code, the pay rates
for each statutory pay system will be in-
creased by 3.1 percent, effective on the first
day of the first applicable pay period begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2003; and

(2) Under the authority of section 5304a
of title 5, United States Code, locality-based
comparability payments in the percentages
set forth in the attached table will remain
in effect in 2003.
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Finally, the law requires that I include in
this report an assessment of the impact of
my decision on the Government’s ability to
recruit and retain well-qualified employees.
I do not believe this decision will materially
affect our ability to continue to attract and
retain a quality Federal workforce. Inflation,
as measured by the Consumer Price Index,
is at 2.1 percent, well below the 3.1 percent
across-the-board pay increase already man-
dated by current law, and Federal quit rates
are at an all-time low of 2.1 percent per year,
well below the overall average quit rate in
private enterprise. Should the need arise, the
Government has many compensation tools,
such as recruitment bonuses, retention allow-
ances, and special salary rates, to maintain
the high-quality workforce that serves our
Nation so very well.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 29. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 30, 2002

Good morning. This week, all across
America, we gather with the people we love
to give thanks for the blessings in our lives.
Each family has its own traditions, yet we
are united as a nation in setting aside a day
of gratitude. We are grateful for the free-
doms we enjoy, grateful for the loved ones
who give meaning to our lives, and grateful
for the many gifts of this prosperous land.
On Thanksgiving we acknowledge that all of
these things, and life itself, come not from
the hand of man, but from Almighty God.

The blessings we have received take on
special meaning in this time of challenge for
our country. Over the last year, millions of
Americans have found renewed appreciation
for our liberty and for the men and women
who serve in its defense. We have held our
family and our friends closer, spending more
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time together, and letting them know we love
them.

Taking time to count our own blessings
reminds us that many people struggle every
day—men, women, and children facing hun-
ger, homelessness, illness, addiction, or de-
spair. These are not strangers. They are fel-
low Americans needing comfort, love, and
compassion. I ask all Americans to consider
how you can give someone in need a reason
to be thankful in this holiday season and
throughout the year.

It’s easy to get started and to have an im-
mediate impact. Volunteering your time at
a soup kitchen, teaching a child to read, vis-
iting a patient in the hospital, or taking a meal
to an elderly neighbor or a shut-in are all
simple acts of compassion that can brighten
someone’s life. Every act of love and gen-
erosity, however small it may seem, is signifi-
cant. Every time you reach out to a neighbor
in need, you touch a life, you improve your
community, and you strengthen our nation.

Earlier this year, I created the USA Free-
dom Corps office in the White House to har-
ness the power of millions of acts of charity,
compassion, and love to make America a bet-
ter place. I hope you'll consider joining the
armies of compassion and dedicating time
and energy and service to others. I'm so
proud of the millions of Americans who have
answered the call to service, enriching the
lives of others with acts of kindness. It is a
testament to the good heart and the giving
spirit of the American people.

There’s no better time than this season of
Thanksgiving to renew our commitment to
helping those in need. The USA Freedom
Corps Web site—usafreedomcorps.gov—is a
wonderful place to get started. This resource
offers valuable information about service op-
portunities in your hometown, across Amer-
ica, and around the world. You can also get
information by calling 1-877-USA-CORPS.

Take the time to find out how you can
help your fellow Americans and make this
holiday season a season of service.

Happy Thanksgiving, and thank you for lis-
tening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. on
November 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
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30. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 29 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Memorandum on Designation of
Officers of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency To Act as
Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency

November 26, 2002

Memorandum for the Director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency

Subject: Designation of Officers of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to
Act as Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency

By the authority vested in me as President
under the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America and pursuant to the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5
U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order that:

Section 1. Order of Succession.

During any period when both the Director
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (Director) and the Deputy Director
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (Deputy Director) have died, re-
signed, or otherwise become unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office
of Director, the following officers of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, in the
order listed, shall perform the functions and
duties of the office of Director, if they are
eligible to act as Director under the provi-
sions of the Federal Vacancies Reform Act
of 1998, until such time as the Director or
Deputy Director is able to perform the func-
tions and duties of the office of Director:

Administrator of the United States Fire

Administration;

Administrator of the Federal Insurance

and Mitigation Administration;

Assistant Director, Administration and Re-

source Planning Directorate; and

Regional Director, Region IV.

Section 2. Exceptions.

(a) No individual who is serving in an of-
fice listed in section 1 in an acting
capacity, by virtue of so serving, shall
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act as Director pursuant to this
memorandum.

(b) Not withstanding the provisions of
this memorandum, the President re-
tains discretion, to the extent per-
mitted by the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345—
3349d, to depart from this order in
designating an acting Director.

Section 3. Termination.

This memorandum shall terminate imme-
diately upon the transfer of the authorities,
functions, personnel, and assets of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency to the
Department of Homeland Security.

Section 4. Publication.

The Director is authorized and directed
to publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 2.

Memorandum on Imposition and
Waiver of Sanctions Under Section
604 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003

November 29, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2003-04

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Imposition and Waiver of Sanctions
Under Section 604 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003

Pursuant to the authority contained in sec-
tion 604 of the Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (“the Act”) (Public
Law 107-228), and pursuant to section 603
of that Act, regarding noncompliance by the
PLO and the Palestinian Authority with cer-
tain commitments, I hereby impose the sanc-
tion set out in section 604(a)(2), “Downgrade
in Status of the PLO Office in the United
States.” This sanction is imposed for a period
of 180 days from the date hereof or until
such time as the next report required by sec-
tion 603 of the Act is transmitted to the Con-
gress, whichever is later. You are authorized
and directed to transmit to the appropriate
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congressional committees the initial report
described in section 603 of the Act.

Furthermore, 1 hereby determine that it
is in the national security interest of the
United States to waive that sanction, pursu-
ant to section 604 of the Act. This waiver
shall be effective for a period of 180 days
from the date hereof or until such time as
the next report required by section 603 of
the Act is transmitted to the Congress,
whichever is later.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 4, 2002]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 2, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 5.

Remarks on Signing the North
American Wetlands Conservation
Reauthorization Act

December 2, 2002

The President. Please be seated. Thank
you. Glad you're here. Welcome to the White
House.

Today we're taking important action to
conserve North America’s wetlands, which
will help keep our water clean and help pro-
vide habitat for hundreds of species of wild-
life. Through this legislation, the Federal
Government will continue its partnership
with landowners, conservation groups, and
States to save and improve millions of acres
of wetlands. The North American Wetlands
Conservation Reauthorization Act shows our
concern for the environment and our respect
for future generations of Americans.

I appreciate two members of my Cabinet
who are here today. I'm honored the Sec-
retary of the Interior, Gale Norton, is with
us, the Secretary of Agriculture, Ann
Veneman; thank you both for coming.

I appreciate the Ambassador, Ambassador
Kergin from Canada, for being here as well.
Mr. Ambassador, glad you're here. Thanks
for coming.
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I want to thank Bob Smith, Senator from
New Hampshire, for being here and for his
work on this bill. I want to thank Wayne
Gilchrest from Maryland—he’s got a big in-
terest in wetlands as well as the Chesapeake
Bay—for coming here. I appreciate so very
much Robert Underwood, ranking member
from Guam, for coming. I'm sorry that Jim
Hansen is not with us today. He was the
chairman of the House Committee on Re-
sources, who helped write and sponsor and
get this legislation passed through the Con-
gress.

I appreciate Steve Williams, who is the di-
rector of the Fish and Wildlife Service, for
coming today. Where are you, Steve? There
you are. Thanks for coming.

And I want to thank the president of
Ducks Unlimited, John Tomke; thanks for
coming, John. I'm glad you all are here. And
I want to thank you all for coming as well.

With this signature today, the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act will be
reauthorized for 5 years. The law authorizes
Federal money to match donations from
sportsmen, State wildlife agencies, conserva-
tionists, and landowners. Since 1991, more
than $462 million in Federal grants have
helped to encourage $1.3 billion in contribu-
tions from others.

Together these funds have restored
streams and rivers, reestablished native
plants and trees, acquired land that is home
to more than a third of America’s threatened
and endangered species. Because about 75
percent of the wetlands are held privately,
we need to encourage cooperation with our
landowners. This legislation shows that when
Government and landowners and conserva-
tionists and others work together, we can
make dramatic progress in preserving the
beauty and the quality of our environment.

I want to thank the Congress for sup-
porting this legislation. And T ask the Mem-
bers of the Congress and the two Cabinet
members who are here today to join me as
I sign this important piece of legislation.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in Presi-

dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
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to Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. Michael
Kergin. H.R. 3908, approved December 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 107-308.

Remarks on Signing the Bob Stump
National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2003 in Arlington,
Virginia

December 2, 2002

Thank you all. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Please be seated.

Thank you, Mr. Secretary. And thank you
for your leadership. Thank you for your can-
dor. Thank you—you’re doing a fabulous job
on behalf of the American people. It's an
honor for me to be here today with the lead-
ers of our military, the good folks who are
serving our country, to sign the 2003 defense
authorization bill.

We're a nation at war. America must un-
derstand we're at war. But those who wear
the uniform must understand how proud all
of America is for your service to our great
country. On behalf of a grateful nation, I'm
here to thank you.

Our military is making good progress in
this war. We've liberated an oppressed and
friendless people. We're hunting down the
terrorists all across the globe. We're per-
forming our missions with speed and skill.
You have the strong, united support of this
great land, and this bill should reflect the
strong and united support of the United
States Congress.

And T want to thank the Members of the
Congress who are here on stage, Senator
Warner and Congressman Duncan Hunter.
And Members of the Senate and the Con-
gress who are with us, I want to thank you
for your good work on this important legisla-
tion.

I appreciate so very much all those who
work in the Secretary’s office who worked
hard on this bill. I want to thank the Chair-
men of the Joint Chiefs who are here and
the Vice Chairmen are with us and those who
represent the enlisted personnel of our mili-
tary.
Most of all, T want to say a word about
Bob Stump, Chairman Stump, who couldn’t
be with us today, distinguished chairman of
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the Armed Services Committee, who has
served our Nation well. He’s a dedicated
public servant who has decided to retire. And
as the Secretary said, this bill is appropriately
named for this fine American. We will miss
him, and we wish Bob and his family all the
very best.

I want to thank the service Secretaries who
are here with us. And I want to thank you
all for coming.

The legislation I sign this afternoon was
passed by Congress in a remarkable spirit of
unity. It sets priorities of our Defense De-
partment in a critical, critical period for our
country. Our country has unprecedented
challenges, and we're facing them with un-
matched technology, careful planning, and
the finest traditions of valor.

We're rewarding the service and sacrifice
of our military families with higher pay, im-
proved facilities, and better housing. We're
procuring the best weapons we possibly can
and the best equipment, while adding funds
for operations and maintenance as well.
We're investing in missile defenses and all
new technologies we need to gain every ad-
vantage—every advantage—in the battle-
fields of the future.

And since intelligence is playing a critical
role in our ability to achieve military victory,
this new law creates a new high-level position
within the Department of Defense called the
Under Secretary for Intelligence.

This generation of Armed Forces has been
given two difficult tasks, fighting and winning
a war and, at the same time, transforming
our military to win the new kind of war. In
the first stages of our fight against terror,
we've already seen the future face of warfare,
forces that are more agile and mobile and
lethal, along with weapons that are smarter
and tactics that are more inventive. These
priorities are reflected in this year’s budget.
You'll see them reflected in every military
budget I submit and sign as your President.

America’s military is strong. And that’s the
way it should be. Our Nation and the world
are safer that way. Now and in the future,
we will maintain a military that is second to
none. And the greatest strength of America’s
military is the cause we all serve. That cause
is freedom in a world at peace. Today, that
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cause is being challenged by determined en-
emies. And we will not rest, and we will not
relent until our freedom is secure.

Our troops in Afghanistan remain engaged
in a difficult and dangerous mission. We're
hunting down trained killers. And that’s all
they are, nothing but a bunch of coldblooded
killers. We're destroying their weapons. The
Secretary reports to me in the White House
that, day after day, we're finding giant caches
of weapons which we’re destroying. And
while we hunt them down—hunt the killers
down, we’ll continue to help the Afghan peo-
ple as they work to build lives of dignity and
lives of security. Afghanistan is no longer a
safe haven for hijackers and bombmakers and
assassins. Thanks to the United States mili-
tary, the terrorist training camps are closed.
Many terrorists have met their fate in the
caves and mountains of Afghanistan. Others
are now in custody.

Yet we know that many terrorists are still
at large. They hide and they plot in over 60
different countries. We face an enemy that’s
attacked cities in America, embassies and air-
planes in Africa, ships in the Gulf, tourists
in Bali. This enemy lives like a parasite. They
plot in shadows. They prey on failed states.
And they ally themselves with outlaw re-
gimes.

Defeating this enemy requires fighting a
different kind of war, what we call the first
war of the 21st century. We're pursuing the
terrorists wherever they dwell. It doesn’t
matter where they hide; we're after them,
one by one. We follow them wherever they
run. They think they can run; they can’t run
far enough from the long arm of justice of
the United States. We're freezing their fi-
nances. We're disrupting their plots. We're
killing them or capturing them, one person
at a time. That’s how you win the first war
of the 21st century, a war we are going to
win.

Some of the successes in this war will make
headlines, and sometimes you won’t even
know about it. But all the terrorists can be
certain of this: Their hour of justice will
come. And that hour has already arrived for
an increasing number of field generals of the
terrorist army. Recently, we took a guy
named al-Nashiri into custody. Until last
month he was the top Al Qaida operative,
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the top Al Qaida leader in the Gulf region.
He was plotting and planning. But today this
much is certain: He won't be executing any
more attacks against the United States and
our friends like the attack he masterminded
against the U.S.S. Cole.

Success in the war on terror will only come
by taking every measure to protect innocent
people from sudden and catastrophic vio-
lence. And we must oppose the threat of such
violence from any source. We oppose the ter-
ror network and all who harbor and support
the terrorists. And we oppose a uniquely dan-
gerous regime that possesses the weapons of
mass murder, has used those weapons, and
could supply those weapons to terrorist net-
works.

Saddam Hussein’s regime has a long his-
tory of aggression against his neighbors and
hostility towards America. It has a long his-
tory of ties to terrorists. The dictator has a
long history of seeking biological and chem-
ical and nuclear weapons, even while U.N.
inspectors were present in his country. Now
the world has told him the game is over. The
U.N. Security Council, the NATO Alliance,
and the United States are united. Saddam
Hussein will fully disarm himself of weapons
of mass destruction, and if he does not, the
United States will lead a coalition to disarm
him.

As the U.N. weapons inspections process
gets underway, we must remember that in-
spections will not—will only work—will only
work if Iraq fully complies. You see, the in-
spectors are not in Iraq to play hide-and-seek
with Mr. Saddam Hussein. Inspectors do not
have the duty or the ability to uncover ter-
rible weapons hidden in a vast country. The
responsibility of inspectors is simply to con-
firm the evidence of voluntary and total dis-
armament. It is Saddam Hussein who has the
responsibility to provide that evidence as di-
rected and in full. Any act of delay, decep-
tion, or defiance will prove that Saddam Hus-
sein has not adopted the path of compliance
and has rejected the path of peace. In the
inspections process, the United States will be
making one judgment: Has Saddam Hussein
changed his behavior of the last 11 years?
Has he decided to cooperate willingly and
comply completely, or has he not? So far the
signs are not encouraging. A regime that fires
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upon American and British pilots is not tak-
ing the path of compliance. A regime that
sends letters filled with protests and false-
hoods is not taking the path of compliance.

On or before the Sth of December, Iraq
must provide a full and accurate declaration
of its weapons of mass destruction and bal-
listic missile programs. That declaration must
be credible and complete, or the Iraqi dic-
tator will have demonstrated to the world
once again that he has chosen not to change
his behavior.

Americans seek peace in this world. We're
a peaceful nation. War is the last option for
confronting threats. Yet the temporary peace
of denial and looking away from danger
would only be a prelude to broader war and
greater horror. America will confront gath-
ering dangers early, before our options be-
come limited and desperate. By showing our
resolve today, we are building a future of
peace.

In the decisions and missions to come, our
military will carry the values of America and
the hopes of the world. The people of Iraq,
like all human beings, deserve their freedom.
And the people of Afghanistan, with the help
of the United States Armed Forces, have
gained their freedom.

One guardsman from Florida tells of meet-
ing a member of the new Afghan national
army. This Afghan soldier said he enlisted
to honor the memory of his brother who was
killed by the Taliban and to ensure that his
own son would live in freedom. The Florida
guardsman wrote home that “being here
makes me realize that people are giving up
their lives to have a fraction of the freedoms
we take for granted.” He said, “Talking to
one soldier made me realize how lucky I am
to have been born in the United States of
America.”

“I'm honored to have met an Afghan pa-
triot,” he wrote. Every time I visit this build-
ing or any American base around the world,
I'm honored to meet American patriots. The
men and women of our military bring credit
to our flag and security to our country. On
behalf of the American people, I thank you
for all you've done, for all you will do in the
cause of freedom and the cause of peace.
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And now I'm pleased to sign the Bob
Stump National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2003.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Pentagon. In his remarks, he
referred to Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld, who introduced the President; and Abd
al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations
for the Persian Gulf. H.R. 4546, approved De-
cember 2, was assigned Public Law No. 107-314.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Bob Stump
National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2003

December 2, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4546,
the “Bob Stump National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2003.” The Act
authorizes the funding necessary to protect
the United States and advance its interests
abroad. In particular, it authorizes the re-
sources necessary to continue the war against
terrorists of global reach, to equip and train
our Armed Forces for success in combat, and
to support the members of the Armed Forces
and their families with a substantial and fully
merited increase in basic pay. The Act also
grants new authorities to the Department of
Defense that will assist in transforming the
armed forces to meet future challenges.

A number of provisions of the Act establish
new requirements for the executive branch
to furnish sensitive information to the Con-
gress on various subjects, including sections
221, 1043, 1065 (enacting 10 U.S.C
127b(f)(2)(C)(ii) and (iii)), 1205, 1206, 1207,
and 1209 (enacting section 722 of Public Law
104-293). The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to withhold information the disclosure of
which could impair foreign relations, the na-
tional security, the deliberative processes of
the Executive, or the performance of the Ex-
ecutive’s constitutional duties.

Many provisions of the Act call for execu-
tive branch officials to submit recommenda-
tions and plans to the Congress, including
sections 112(b), 142(c), 221(c), 231 (enacting
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10 U.S.C. 196), 234(c), 241(c)(3)(D), 366,
404(c), 513(e), 534(c), 582, 721 (enacting 38
U.S.C. 8111(c)(4) and (f)(2)(C) and (F)), 723,
813, 924, 1043(b)(2), 1061 (enacting 10
U.S.C. 113a), 1207, 1208 (enacting section
1503(b)(8) of Public Law 103-337), 3141(e),
3143, 3176(b)(4) and (d), and 3504(c)(4). The
executive branch shall construe such provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch. In addition,
with respect to provisions that purport to re-
quire executive branch officials to submit leg-
islative proposals to the Congress, including
sections 513(e), 813, 1061, and 3143, the ex-
ecutive branch also shall construe such provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to submit for
the consideration of the Congress such meas-
ures as the President judges necessary and
expedient.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 133(2)(B) of the Act as requiring only
notification to the Congress and not any form
of congressional approval following notifica-
tion, as any other construction would be in-
consistent with the constitutional principles
enunciated by the Supreme Court in 1983
in INS v. Chadha.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 2308(e)(1) of title 10 of the United
States Code, as enacted by section 801 of
the Act, as neither giving the force of law
to any quantity set forth in a table, chart,
or explanatory text in a joint explanatory
statement of a House-Senate committee of
conference or in any congressional com-
mittee report, nor requiring the exercise of
waiver authority under section 2308 to ac-
quire more than a quantity specified in such
a table, chart, or explanatory text. Construing
the section otherwise would not be consistent
with the bicameralism and presentment re-
quirements of the Constitution for the mak-
ing of a law.

The executive branch shall implement sec-
tion 2323 of title 10 of the United States
Code, as extended through fiscal year 2006
by section 816 of the Act, in a manner con-
sistent with the equal protection require-
ments of the Due Process Clause of the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution.
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Section 242 of the Act vests authority to
direct the provision of funds for designated
projects, and to select certain projects for
funding, in an official who is to be designated
by the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics. Under
the Constitution, such authority should be
exercised only by officers of the United
States appointed in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Appointments Clause. Accord-
ingly, the Secretary of Defense shall ensure
that the official designated by the Under Sec-
retary under this section is a duly appointed
constitutional officer or that the official’s ex-
ercise of the authority vested is supervised
and reviewed by the Under Secretary or an-
other appropriate constitutional officer.

Finally, the executive branch shall con-
strue sections 3155, 3156, and 3160, which
purport to require executive branch officials
to conduct programs with a foreign country,
in a manner consistent with the President’s
constitutional authority to conduct the for-
eign affairs of the United States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 2, 2002.

NotE: H.R. 4546, approved December 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-314.

Statement on the Death of
George Christian

December 2, 2002

George Christian was an honorable, de-
cent, and kind man who represented the best
of public service, and he was devoted to his
family. He was a statesman of the highest
integrity. He also was a great Texan, whose
wise counsel was sought by generations of
leaders. Laura joins me in offering our most
heartfelt condolences to the Christian family.
We are grateful for the life he lived and the
many positive contributions he made to his
country and to his State.
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Remarks in Shreveport, Louisiana
December 3, 2002

Thank you all. Thank you all very much.
I'm glad I came. Thank you all. Please be
seated—unless you dont have a chair.
[Laughter] It's an honor to be here in
Shreveport. I'm so thrilled that you all came
out. It’s kind of getting close to home if you
know what I mean. I'm proud to be in the
great State of Louisiana.

The last time I was in Shreveport was on
September the 11th, 2001. I went to
Barksdale Air Force Base. Since that time,
the world has seen the resolve of the United
States of America. I thank the men and
women who wore our uniform then at
Barksdale, and I know you join me today in
thanking them to make sure America is free.

We're grateful for our freedom here in
America. We love our freedoms. Nobody is
going to take freedom away from this coun-
try. But part of living in a free society means
we have responsibilities as citizens. We have
the obligation as a citizen of America to do
our duty, and one of the duties we have is
when it comes to election time, one of the
duties is to go vote. So I'm here in the great
State of Louisiana urging all the citizens, Re-
publicans and Democrats and folks who
could care less about political party, to go
to the polls this Saturday. But I've got a sug-
gestion. [Laughter] For the good of Lou-
isiana, for the good of everybody in Lou-
isiana, Suzie Terrell needs to be the next
United States Senator.

I'm proud of the race she’s running. She
talks about what she believes in. She sets the
right kind of tone. She’s the kind of person
with whom I can work to get something done
for Louisiana and the people of Louisiana.
No doubt in my mind, she’s the right choice
for everybody who lives in this State.

And T want to thank you for coming to
show your support for Suzie. I want to thank
you for your activity at the grassroots level.
You need over the next couple of days to
go to your coffee shops, your community cen-
ters and tell the people that you've got a good
one running for the United States Senate.
You've got somebody who can do the job for
all the people of this State. She’s counting
on you, and I'm counting on you to do every-
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thing you can to turn out a big vote and send
this good woman to the United States Senate.

And we need to have Lee Fletcher in the
House of Representatives too. I look forward
to working with Lee. I look forward to having
Lee a part of a fine delegation from the great
State of Louisiana. He'll fit in just right with
people like Billy Tauzin, who’s doing a fabu-
lous job for our country, Jim McCrery and
David Vitter—all of them fine Members of
Congress. So when you get in that booth,
make sure you not only vote for Suzie, but
if you live in Lee Fletcher’s district, pull the
Fletcher lever, too.

I appreciate so very much the Governor
showing up. Yes, he’s a good man. Foster
is a good man. He’s my kind of guy. He’s
down-to-earth. He speaks his mind. But most
importantly, he’s done in office what he said
he would do. He’s been a great Governor
for the people of Louisiana. One of these
days, he’s going to invite me to come hunting
again.

I regret that the first team of our family
isn’t here today. She’s helping decorate the
White House. But I am proud of Laura. She
is a fabulous First Lady for America. And
she sends her best to Suzie and Suzie’s fam-
ily. And like me, she urges you all to get to
those polls come Saturday. Show up. Do your
duty. Send a good, strong message that Lou-
isiana is wise when it comes to electing can-
didates. It makes sense to have one in one
party and a Senator in the majority party if
you want to get something done.

And one thing about Suzie is, she’s got a
good record. She’s proven herself to be a
competent soul, somebody who can get the
job done. You might remember the election
commissioner’s office. It needed a house-
cleansing. She cleaned house. There’s now
integrity in that office. People can be proud
of that office thanks to Suzie Haik Terrell.
She told the people of Louisiana she would
do the job, and she has done that job. She
understands who she’s accountable to. She’s
accountable to the people. She understands
she works for the people of Louisiana.

She saved $20 million for the taxpayers of
Louisiana. She’s got an awesome responsi-
bility, and she saved money, because she un-
derstands what I know. When you spend the
Government’s money, you don’t spend—it’s
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not the Government’s money you’re spend-
ing; it’s the people’s money.

No, she’s got a can-do spirit. See, we need
people to go to Washington to set aside all
the political bickering that tends to dominate
the discourse, to get things done on behalf
of the American people. That’s what we
need. We need an attitude of cooperation.
Oh, T expect there to be independent voices
in Washington, DC, and no question about
her, she’s an independent voice. She kind of
tells you what’s on her mind. But it’s an atti-
tude that’s important. We need an attitude
in the Senate to bring people together so we
can say that we're doing the people’s business
and we're making a difference in people’s
lives.

And we're making some progress. I was
proud to sign the Department of Homeland
Security bill. It made sense. It now means
we're going to reorganize our Government
so we can do our job, and that is to protect
the American people from further attack. We
want people all focused in the same direc-
tion. We want cultures to change, if need
be, to make sure that we can do everything
we can to say to the American people, “We're
working overtime to protect you.” We need
to know who’s coming in the country, what
they're bringing into the country, if theyre
leaving the country when theyre supposed
to be leaving the country, so America is pro-
tected.

We're making progress about bringing
people together to get things done. I'm con-
vinced Suzie’s election will continue that
progress. I went to the Pentagon yesterday
and fulfilled a campaign pledge, signed the
most significant increase in the authorization
of defense spending since the President—
Ronald Reagan was the President.

I was able to sign a piece of legislation
that will get our hardhats back to work. I
signed a terrorism insurance bill that will en-
able construction projects that have been on
hold to go forward. I'm worried about the
fact that some people are looking for work
and can’t find work in America. I want our
hardhats working. I want our welders weld-
ing. I want the construction people back to
work. I want to reward the hardhats, not the
trial lawyers of America.
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We're making progress up there. Suzie’s
election will help us make more progress.
We've got work to do on education. Listen,
anytime any child can’t read means we’ve got
to stay on education. I appreciate the Gov-
ernor’s hard work of joining and setting high
standards. We need somebody in the Senate
who will join me in making sure we've got
local control of our schools in America.

Last year, we spent $847 million of Fed-
eral money on Louisiana schools, and that’s
good. But now we're starting to ask the ques-
tion that Mike’s been asking and I know
Suzie will ask: “Are we getting our money’s
worth?” See, you've got to ask that question
if you don’t want any child left behind. You
know, are the dollars we’re spending making
a difference in the lives of our children? Can
our children read and write and add and sub-
tract? And when we find they can, welll
praise the teachers. And for those of you who
are teachers, thanks for what you do. But
what’s important is that when we find chil-
dren in schools which won’t teach and won’t
change, that we challenge the status quo. No
child should be left behind in America.

And speaking about schools, I want to
thank the Byrd High School Band and the
Parkway High School Band for coming. I'm
glad you all came. I'm sorry you had to miss
school to come. [Laughter] Just put my name
on the excuse slip. And if you're 18, make
sure you vote.

We've got more work to do. We've got to
make sure this economy continues to grow.
I'm for a growth agenda—want to do things
in Washington, DC, that helps create jobs.
The role of Government—and Suzie under-
stands this—the role of Government is not
to create wealth but an environment in which
the small business can grow to be a big busi-
ness, in which the entrepreneurial spirit
flourishes. And the best way to help people
who are looking for work, the best way to
stimulate economic vitality is to make the tax
cuts we passed permanent.

See, when that economy started slowing
down, I decided to fulfill what I said I was
going to do and urge that the Government
let people keep more of their own money.
See, when you have more of your own
money, it means you're likely to demand an
additional good or a service. And when you
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demand additional good or a service, some-
body is likely to produce the good or a serv-
ice. And when somebody produces the good
or a service, it means somebody in Louisiana
or Texas or anywhere else is likely to be able
to find a job. The tax relief plan came at the
right time. And now, in order to make sure
our economy is strong and vibrant, we better
make sure the tax cuts are permanent.

And there’s one person in this Senate race
who’s willing to stand up and say she will
join the President in listening to the people
and making tax cuts permanent, and that is
Suzie Terrell.

No, we’ve got more work to do. We've got
more work to do. I need somebody in the
Senate with whom I can work and Billy can
work to make sure we get us an energy bill.
We got a problem when it comes to energy.
We get too much of our energy from coun-
tries that may not like us. That’s a problem.
We can do a better job of conserving. We
can do a better job of promoting technologies
that will make us less dependent on foreign
sources of crude oil. But we've got to do a
better job here at home of finding more hy-
drocarbons in the United States of America.
An energy bill is good for our job base. It’s
good for economic security, and it’s good for
national security.

I want to thank Billy Tauzin for working
hard to get an energy bill. That new Senate
may make it easier for us to get a bill done
on behalf of the American people.

We've got more work to do, and I look
forward to working with Suzie to make sure
that we modernize Medicare. See, medicine
has changed, and the Medicare system hasn’t
changed. Medicine is modern, but Medicare
is stuck in the past. For the sake of our sen-
iors, we need to fulfill our national promise
and modernize Medicare, which means pre-
scription drugs for our seniors.

I look forward to working with Suzie on
behalf of the citizens of Louisiana. I also look
forward to working with Suzie to make sure
that our judiciary represents the values of
Louisiana. Amazing what an election did—
kind of changed the attitude in Washington.
Up until recently, I couldn’t get a lot of my
judges through the Senate. They were play-
ing politics with the judges. I had named
some very fine people from around the coun-
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try, good, honest people, and we couldn’t get
them through because they wanted to play
politics.

You need somebody from Louisiana who
will join with this President to make sure the
judges I name reflect the values of Louisiana.
We don’t need any more people legislating.
We don’t want our judges legislating. We
want our judges interpreting the Constitu-
tion. Those are the kind of judges I'll name,
and I can count on Suzie’s vote to make sure
they get confirmed.

But the biggest job we have for a while
is to protect this country. That's the biggest
job we've got. Our most awesome responsi-
bility is to make this homeland secure. And
the best way to do it is to chase the killers
down one at a time and bring them to justice.
That’s the biggest job facing this administra-
tion and the next Congress and administra-
tions and Congresses to come. This is a long
haul to get them. [Laughter]

I guess they didn’t realize who they were
hitting. They probably thought the national
religion was materialism and that we were
so selfish that we all might file a lawsuit or
two. [Laughter] They didn't understand
America. They don’t understand that when
it comes to defending our freedoms, it
doesn’t matter how long it takes. We will de-
fend freedom no matter what the cost.

And we're making progress. We're making
progress. It’s a different kind of war. You've
just got to know it’s a different kind of war.
In the old days, we could destroy tanks and
airplanes and ships, and people say, “Well,
they’re making progress.” It’s a different kind
of war because we're fighting people who
are—they send youngsters to their suicidal
deaths, and they try to find a dark cave.
They're kind of lurching around in the dark
corners of some cities around the world.
They're in over 60 countries. And slowly but
surely, we're dismantling the terrorist net-
work which hates us because of what we love.
See, they hate the fact that we love freedom.
They can’t stand the fact that in this country
people can worship the Almighty God any
way he or she sees fit.

Thanks to our military, thanks to our fan-
tastic military, we won the first battle of the
first war of the 21st century. And we won
it when we got rid of the Taliban regime in
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Afghanistan. But in so doing, it’s important
for you to remind your youngsters that this
great country never went in to conquer any-
body. We went in to liberate. Thanks to
America and our friends, many young girls
go to school for the first time in Afghanistan.
Not only did we rout the Taliban and many
of the killers they harbor, but we freed peo-
ple to realize their dreams. And we're not
leaving. We're going to stay there to make
sure this good country is secure and the good
country can flourish and that the hope we
want for our own children is the hope that
mothers and dads in Afghanistan can realize
for their children.

We're making progress on this war against
terror. Sometimes youll see the progress,
and sometimes you won’t. It’s a different
kind of war. The other day, we hauled a guy
in named al-Nashiri. That’s not a household
name here in America. [Laughter] I can un-
derstand why some go blank when they hear
his name. But he was the Al Qaida com-
mander in the Gulf states. Let me just put
it to you this way. He no longer has the ca-
pacity to do what he did in the past, which
was to mastermind the U.S.S. Cole that
killed—the plot on the Cole that killed Amer-
ican soldiers. He’s out of action, for the good
of the world.

Sometimes you'll see it, and sometimes
you won't. But you've got to know that in
this war against terror, the doctrine stands
that says, “Either you're with us, or you're
with the terrorists.” And a lot of nations have
heard that message, and theyre with us.
We're cutting off their money. We're sharing
intelligence. We're hunting down the killers
one at a time. It doesn’t matter how long
it takes. This country will stay the course until
Al Qaida is completely demolished.

But September the 11th brought home a
new reality, and it’s important for all our citi-
zens to understand that reality. See, a lot of
us, when we were raised, never really worried
about the homeland. We all believed that two
oceans would forever separate us from
harm’s way and that if there was a threat
gathering overseas, we could pick and choose
whether or not we wanted to be involved in
dealing with that threat. September the 11th
delivered a chilling message to our country,
and that is, oceans no longer protect us. And
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therefore, it is my obligation to make sure
that we address gathering threats overseas
before they could do harm to the American
people.

And that’s why I elevated the issue of Iraq.
That’s why I took our message of peace and
freedom to countries around the world. I
want them to understand the nature of the
man who runs Iraq is the nature of a man
who doesn’t tell the truth. He says he won’t
have weapons of mass destruction. He’s got
them. He’s not only got them; he’s used
them. And he’s not only used them in his
neighborhood; he’s used them on his own
people. That's the nature of the man with
whom we deal. For 11 long years, he has
deceived and denied.

So I went to the United Nations. I said,
“When is enough enough?” They voted 15
to nothing to say, “Now enough is enough.”
The members of the Security Council had
a chance, and they accepted the challenge
to make sure that this United Nations be-
came an effective body when it comes to
keeping the peace, not an empty debating
society.

Then I went to NATO—strong Allies in
NATO—and overwhelmingly the message
was, “Enough is enough.” And now there’s
inspectors inside this country. But I want to
tell you, the issue is not the inspectors. The
issue is whether or not Mr. Saddam Hussein
will disarm like he said he would. We’re not
interested in hide-and-seek inside Iraq. The
fundamental question is, in the name of
peace, in the name of security, not only for
America and the American people, in the
name of security for our friends in the neigh-
borhood, in the name of freedom, will this
man disarm? The choice is his. And if he
does not disarm, the United States of Amer-
ica will lead a coalition and disarm him in
the name of peace.

We have an obligation to our children and
our children’s children to do everything we
can to make sure the homeland is secure.
And we’ll meet the obligation. We'll meet
that obligation together.

You know, the amazing thing about Amer-
ica is that I can predict—Dboldly predict and
certainly predict, that out of the evil done
to our country will come incredible good. Be-
cause of the nature of our country, I can say
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that. By being tough and strong and united
in the face of danger, we can bring peace
to the world. I believe that. I believe that
by doing what we need to do to secure the
world from terrorist attack, to rid tyrants of
weapons of mass destruction, to make sure
that somebody like Saddam Hussein doesn’t
serve as a training base or a provider of weap-
ons of mass destruction to terrorist net-
works—Dby doing our job, that the world will
be more peaceful, by standing strong for
what we believe, by remembering that free-
dom is not America’s gift to the world, but
God’s gift to each and every human being,
that we can achieve peace. I want you to tell
your kids and your grandkids that amidst all
the speculation about war and military, that
our drive and our vision is for a peaceful
world in which everybody can realize their
potential and live in peace.

And here at home we have a chance to
achieve some incredible good out of the evil
done to our country. September the 11th
shook our soul. I think it has helped awaken
a spirit in the country, a spirit that under-
stands that serving something greater than
ourself in life is part of the American creed,
that the American spirit is bigger than just
any selfish ambition.

Today when I landed at the airport, I met
Mary Anne Blanchard Selber and Jean
Sayres. These ladies have started the Provi-
dence House here in Shreveport. This is a—
it’s a home to provide shelter to the home-
less. They follow their hearts. The reason I
bring up this example is because they rep-
resent the true strength of our country. The
true strength of our country lay in the hearts
and souls of our fellow citizens.

You see, out of the evil done to America
can come a more compassionate America.
We've got to understand that amidst our
plenty, there are people who hurt. There’s
addiction and hopelessness. There are people
who wonder whether or not the American
Dream is meant for them. So long as any
of us hurt, we all hurt, yet we can solve the
problems in our society by loving a neighbor
just like we like to be loved ourselves. We
can solve America’s problems by putting our
arm around the lonely and the hopeless and
say, “I care for you. I love you.” America

Dec. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

can change one heart, one soul, one con-
science at a time.

And the Providence House is one example
of what I'm talking about. They represent the
true strength of our country, people who love
people, people who care for those who hurt,
people who understand that Government’s
role is limited. We can hand out money, but
we can’t put hope in people’s hearts or a
sense of purpose in people’s lives. That’s why
I'm so strong for the Faith-Based Initiative.
I understand the power of faith in the lives
of our citizens around this country.

No, if you want to join the war on terror,
if you want to show the world the true worth
of America, love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yourself. See what you can
do to help mentor a child. Go see a shut-
in. It’s the small acts of kindness and decency
which define the true victory in the war
against terror, which will show the world
what this country is all about.

Perhaps best defined for me and, T sus-
pect, others, as they come up in America—
the spirit was defined best on Flight 93. Re-
member that when people were flying across
our country, they thought they were on an
average business trip or they thought they
might be just taking an average trip to go
see a loved one, and they found out the plane
they were on was being used as a weapon.
And they told their loved ones over the tele-
phone, “I love you,” and “Goodbye.” They
said a prayer. A guy said, “Let’s roll.” They
took the plane into the ground to serve some-
thing greater than themselves.

No, the spirit of America is strong today.
I can boldly predict that out of the evil done
to America will come great good, because
this is the greatest nation, full of the finest
people on the face of the Earth.

May God bless you, and may God bless
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. at the
Hirsch Coliseum at the State Fairgrounds of Lou-
isiana. In his remarks, he referred to Lee Fletcher,
candidate for Louisiana’s 5th Congressional Dis-
trict; Gov. M.]. “Mike” Foster of Louisiana; Abd
al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations
for the Persian Gulf; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq.
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Remarks at a Luncheon for
Senatorial Candidate Suzanne Haik
Terrell in New Orleans, Louisiana
December 3, 2002

Nice to be back in New Orleans, home
of a new basketball team, home of a winning
football team, and in the State of the next
United States Senator, Suzie Terrell.

I'm thrilled to be here amongst a lot of
our friends. It seems I've been coming to
New Orleans for a long time. [Laughter]
What a fabulous town. I'm honored to be
here on behalf of a great candidate, some-
body who represents the values of Louisiana,
somebody who has got a record of accom-
plishment, somebody who is not afraid to
speak her mind to the President of the
United States—[laughter]—but somebody
who I know will do a great job on behalf
of all of Louisiana.

I'm here to thank you for your support.
I'm here to remind the good folks of Lou-
isiana they have a duty to go to the polls on
Saturday. In the land of the free, you have
an obligation to defend freedom by being a
part of our democracy. I don’t care whether
you’re Republican or Democrat or don’t give
a hoot about a political party; you have an
obligation in this country to vote. But I've
got a suggestion. [Laughter] For the good
of Louisiana and for the good of America,
Suzie Terrell needs to be the next United
States Senator.

She’s got a lot going for her. First of all,
she’s a mother of three fabulous young girls.
There they are: Julie, Bebe, and Chrissy.
Anybody who can raise three teenage girls—
[laughter]—you know what I mean. [Laugh-
ter]

I appreciate her willingness to serve the
people, willingness to take the path that a
lot of people won't take, and that is offer her-
self up for office. And she’s done a great job
in the office that she held. After all, you
might remember that the election commis-
sioner’s office needed a little house-cleaning,
needed to have the integrity restored, and
Suzie Terrell did it. She saves the taxpayers
money.

I need an ally up there who understands,
when it comes to spending what they call the
Government’s money, the Government
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doesn’t own that money. It’s not the Govern-
ment’s money that we spend. It’s the people’s
money.

And she’s going to have some good hands
to work with in the United States Congress
from the great State of Louisiana, starting
with the chairman, Billy Tauzin. I love work-
ing with Billy. He brings good common sense
to the Halls of the United States Congress.
And T like working with David Vitter from
right here in the New Orleans area. David,
thank you for being here. And Jim McCrery
is with us today, and I appreciate your hard
work, Jim. Thanks for coming. And Richard
Baker is with us. Where are you, Richard?
Baton Rouge. Good to see you, Richard.

I so very much appreciate being here with
your Governor. He too gives the President
an earful. [Laughter] He’s not the prettiest
Governor in America. [Laughter] But he’s
one of the most effective. He’s done a heck
of a job for the people of Louisiana.

And I know we've got another Governor
here with us—celebrating the Louisiana Pur-
chase, which I'm sure the people of Lou-
isiana agree with me, is a heck of a deal.
[Laughter] But Frank Keating from Okla-
homa is here today as well. Frank, I appre-
ciate you coming. Yes, sir. He probably wants
to talk about the OU-Texas game. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be up here with Pat Brister
and Boysie Bollinger, both of whom are good
friends, and both of whom represent the
grassroots activists in the State of Louisiana.
I'm here to remind you all that—I want to
thank you for what you have done and what
you are going to do over the next couple of
days, and that is to gather up your buddies
and get them to vote, is to man the phones
and put up the signs and grab people by the
wrists and say, “You owe it to Louisiana to
vote for Suzie Terrell for the United States
Senate.”

I like Suzie’s attitude and her tone, the
way she wants to go to Washington to get
some things done, and we need more of that
in Washington, DC. Sometimes, Washington
is one of these towns where the person—
people who think they’ve got the sharp elbow
is the most effective person; kind of zero-
sum politics in Washington: “I win. You
lose.” That’s not the right attitude for the
American people. We need a United States
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Senator from Louisiana whose mission it is
to improve the lives as best we can of all
our citizens. And were making some
progress in Washington.

Slowly but surely, we're changing the tone
and getting things done on behalf of the
American people. This week, last couple of
weeks, I signed some important legislation.
I signed the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, which will better enable our Federal
Government to plan and to protect the
American people from further attack. And
I want to thank the Members of the Senate
and the House who finally came together to
get that legislation done.

And I signed a bill on terrorism insurance.
It’s a bill that will get our hardhats back to
working again, a bill that should make it easi-
er for big construction projects to get started
so that a lot of hard-working Americans can
find work—by the way, a bill which is more
favorable to the hardhats than to the trial law-
yers in America. It’s a good piece of legisla-
tion that shows what can happen when peo-
ple come together to get the people’s busi-
ness done.

Yesterday at the Pentagon, I signed the de-
fense authorization bill, fulfilling a promise
that I made—Dick Cheney and I made—
that said that we’re going to do everything
we can to make sure we’ve got the strongest
military in the world. A strong military makes
it more likely the world is going to be peace-
ful. We not only had pay raises for our folks;
I can say to those whose families serve in
the service, “Youre going to have the best
training and the best possible equipment
when you put on the uniform of the U.S.
military.”

We're making good progress, but there’s
a lot of work to be done. And I look forward
to working with Senator Terrell. We did
some good things in education, but there’s
more to do. So long as any child can’t read,
we’ve got a problem in America. As a matter
of fact, the new civil right is to make sure
every child can read in America. I look for-
ward to working with a Senator Terrell to
make sure we maintain the highest of high
standards, to challenge what I call the soft
bigotry of low expectations.

I look forward to working with Senator
Terrell to make sure that we continually pass
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power out of Washington, DC, because we
believe in local control of schools. I look for-
ward to working with Senator Terrell to make
sure that in return for Federal money, that
we know whether or not our children can
read and write and add and subtract. In order
to make sure no child gets left behind, we
must challenge schools which will not teach
and will not change. And I'm confident I
have an ally in Senator Suzie Terrell.

We need a Senator who can help break
logjams in the United States Senate, particu-
larly when it comes to getting us a good en-
ergy bill. T see Billy nodding his head. He’s
been working on an energy bill. He agrees
with me, in this world we need an energy
strategy. I mean, face it; we import a lot of
energy from overseas. Some of the people
we import from don’t exactly like us. [Laugh-
ter] We need an energy plan that encourages
conservation and new technologies. We need
an energy plan that encourages the develop-
ment of safe nuclear power. We need an en-
ergy plan that encourages clean-coal tech-
nologies. We need an energy plan that en-
courages environmentally safe exploration for
hydrocarbons in the United States of Amer-
ica.

I look forward to working with Senator
Terrell to modernize Medicare. Medicare is
an aged system which is not adapting to the
times. Medicine has changed, but Medicare
hasn’t. Medicine is modern. There’s all kinds
of new technologies and prescription drugs
which can save lives. But Medicare is stuck
in the past. I want to work with Senator
Terrell to see to it that we modernize Medi-
care, making sure we fulfill our promises to
our seniors. And a modern Medicare system
means prescription drug coverage for our
seniors.

I look forward to working with Senator
Terrell to make sure the environment for the
entrepreneurial spirit is strong. We under-
stand the role of Government is not to create
wealth; the role of Government is to create
an environment in which the entrepreneur
can flourish, in which small businesses can
grow to be big businesses. And one way the
Federal Government can affect job growth
is to let people keep more of their own
money, is through tax relief.
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Tax relief is not a political slogan; it’s good
economic policy. If a person has more of
their own money, theyre likely to demand
an additional good or a service. And in the
marketplace, when somebody demands a
good or a service, somebody is likely to
produce the good or a service. And when
somebody produces the good or a service,
somebody in Louisiana or elsewhere in
America is going to be able to find work. We
passed tax relief at the right time in American
economic history, and now I need a Senator
to join me in making sure that tax relief is
permanent. And there is no question where
Suzie Terrell stands on tax relief.

And I need somebody to work with me
to make sure that we've got a good judiciary.
It’s amazing what an election will do. [Laugh-
ter] For a long period of time, I couldn’t get
my judges even to have hearings. There’s a
vacancy gap on our Federal bench—bench-
es—and that’s a problem. It’s a problem for
people who need to have a hearing. It’s a
problem for people who want justice. And
I couldn’t get my judges through the Senate
because they were playing politics with the
people I put up, good, honorable, decent
people, people whose job it is not to try to
write legislation from the bench, people
whose job it is to strictly interpret the United
States Constitution. Those are the kind of
people I put on the bench.

And Louisiana needs a Senator who will
vote for Louisiana values when it comes to
the judiciary. And there’s no question in my
mind that when it comes to having a good,
sound judiciary, the right United States Sen-
ator is Suzie Terrell from the State of Lou-
isiana.

No, there’s a lot of issues we’ll be working
on, but there’s no bigger issue than to win
this war against the terrorists. I talked about
the homeland security bill I signed, and you
just need to know there’s a lot of good folks
working overtime to protect the American
homeland. But the best way to secure the
homeland is to chase the killers down, one
at a time, and bring them to justice. And
that’s what we’re going to do.

It’s a different kind of war. In the old days,
you could destroy tanks and ships and air-
planes, and say you’re making progress. This
is a different kind of enemy. It's an enemy
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that hides in caves and sends youngsters to
their suicidal deaths. These people do not
value innocent life. In America, we say every
life is precious; everybody has value; every-
body counts. Our enemy we face today mur-
ders in the name of a great religion, and they
could care less who dies. They're nothing but
coldblooded killers, and we’re going to treat
them that way. It doesn’t matter how long
it takes; it doesn’t matter how deep the cave,
the United States of America and our friends
and allies will hunt them down, one by one,
in the name of freedom.

I cannot imagine what was going through
their mind when they hit America. They
must have thought we were so soft, so weak,
so fragile that after 9/11/ 2001, we might file
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] But theyre
learning something about America that I
know, that when it comes to our freedoms,
when it comes to the values we hold dear,
this United States of America is plenty tough.
And that’s the way we got to be in this new
war of the 21st century.

And we’re making progress. You just need
to know we're making good progress. After
all, this great Nation and our friends liber-
ated a country from one of the most barbaric
regimes in the history of mankind by routing
the Taliban. We went into Afghanistan not
to conquer anybody but to liberate people.
And now, thanks to our great country and
our great soldiers and our wonderful friends,
young girls—many young girls go to school
for the first time in a country that has been
liberated by the American people.

And we've got more work to do there. And
we'll stay there until we rout them out. See,
they think they can kind of hide in the coun-
tryside there in Afghanistan, and they may
be able to hide for a day or two. They may
be able to hide for a year. But it doesn’t mat-
ter how long. See, that’s what you just have
to know. It just doesn’t matter how long;
we're going to stay on the hunt. These people
are scattered in 60 different countries.
Theyre scattered around, and slowly but
surely, we're dismantling their terrorist net-
work—slowly but surely.

The guy who led the U.S.S.—the bombing,
mastermind the bombing on the U.S.S. Cole,
he was the Al Qaida general for the Gulf
states. He’s not a problem anymore.
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[Laughter] One by one, we're bringing them
to justice. That's what we've been called to
do. History has put this big spotlight on us,
and we’re not going to let future generations
of Americans down.

And that’s why I was so proud to sign this
defense appropriation authorization bill. The
big increases in defense spending sent a clear
message to the world: We're in this deal for
the long pull.

And we've also got to recognize here in
America times have changed. See, when a
lot of us were growing up, we could feel pret-
ty secure by the fact that we had two oceans
surrounding us and protecting us from dan-
gers that might be gathering abroad. Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, completely changed
the strategic calculations of this country. The
battlefield is here. And therefore, it’s incum-
bent upon the President and the Congress
to work together to anticipate gathering dan-
gers before they become acute, before the
situation becomes so dire that drastic meas-
ures might be needed.

It's very important for us to recognize
threats when we see them and deal with
them appropriately. After all, the threat gath-
ering in a distant land turns out to be a threat
directly on the American people. We've got
to be wise about how we view the world and
make sure that the new arrangements, the
new alliances, aren’t allowed to develop, an
alliance, for example, where a nation that has
weapons of mass destruction uses a shadowy
terrorist network as a forward army, perhaps
encouraging them to attack America without
leaving any fingerprints. You've got to worry
about disrupting training facilities.

And that’s why I started talking about Iraq
and Saddam Hussein, not only starting a de-
bate in the Halls of the United States Con-
gress, which overwhelmingly supported any
means necessary to deal with the threat to
the United States, but also took the debate
to the United Nations and a couple of weeks
ago to NATO.

It’s important for our fellow Americans to
understand that, when we're talking about
Saddam Hussein, we're talking about a man
who said he has had no weapons of mass de-
struction, yet we believe has weapons of mass
destruction, a man who has not only had
weapons of mass destruction, but he’s used
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weapons of mass destruction. He used weap-
ons of mass destruction on his neighbors, and
he used weapons of mass destruction on his
own citizens. He’s a man who has professed
hate to America as well as our friends and
allies. He’s a man who has got terrorist ties,
a man who helps train terrorists. He’s a
threat, and he’s a danger.

I went to the United Nations because I
felt like, in a world that required cooperation
in this new war of the 21st century, that it
was important the United Nations show some
backbone, that the United Nations be some-
thing other than an empty debating society,
that when they issue a resolution, they mean
it. And on a 15-0 vote, the United Nations
recognized the threat of Saddam Hussein
and demanded that he disarm.

I then went to our close Allies in NATO
and said the same thing. I said, “This man’s
a threat. He’s a threat to us. He’s a threat
to you. He too must disarm.” And now, as
you've seen in your newspapers, inspectors
are inside of Iraq. Inspectors are there not
to play hide-and-seek with Mr. Saddam Hus-
sein. Inspectors are there to verify the will
of the world. And the will of the world says
clearly, “Disarm.” Saddam Hussein, for the
sake of peace, must disarm. And if he refuses
to disarm, if he tries to deceive his way out
of disarmament, this Nation, along with other
willing nations, will disarm Saddam Hussein.

I say that because I believe in peace. I
believe this is how you achieve peace, by
being strong and resolute, by fighting ter-
rorism and all forms of terror, by not allowing
those who hate to try to dictate to those of
us who love freedom. See, I believe out of
the evil done to America is going to come
some incredible good. Part of the good done
to this—part of the evil done to this country
is going to help lead the world to peace.

Oh, I know some don’t believe that, but
I do. I believe that if we remain steadfast
and strong, if we remain true to our values,
we’ll achieve peace, not only peace for our-
selves but because we believe every life is
precious, everybody matters, everybody has
worth. We can achieve peace in parts of the
world where they've quit on peace, where
people have given up hope.

I also believe here at home we can be a
more compassionate country. See, there’s
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people who are hurting in America. Amongst
our plenty, there are pockets of despair, of
loneliness and hopelessness. There are peo-
ple when you say, “American Dream,” they
wonder what the heck does that mean, Amer-
ican Dream? They have no idea about the
promise of this country. And my attitude is,
so long as some hurt, we all hurt.

And T also recognize the limitations of
Government. Government can hand out
money, and frankly, we do a pretty good job
of it sometimes. But what it can’t do is put
hope in people’s hearts or a sense of purpose
in people’s lives. That's done when a neigh-
bor puts their arm around somebody who
hurts and says, “I love you. What can I do
to help?” See, I strongly believe that America
is going to change one heart, one soul, one
conscience at a time, because the spirit of
this country, a selfless spirit, is alive and well.

There are thousands of people all across
New Orleans and Louisiana and all across
America who understand the responsibility
of being an American. It's more than just
making a living. The responsibility of a true
patriot is somebody who's willing to serve
something greater than themselves, serve
their country. And one way to best serve your
country is to love your neighbor just like
you’d like to be loved yoursellf.

No, there was tremendous evil done to
America, but out of the evil is a new spirit,
a vitality of the American spirit, perhaps best
represented by the folks on Flight 93. The
story, in my judgment, is going to be one
of the profound stories of the September the
11th, 2001, tragedy. It captures what I know
is the strength of our country. People were
flying across the land, and they heard the
airplane they were on was going to be a
weapon. Imagine what went through their
minds. They eventually got their thoughts to-
gether. They called their loved ones and said
“goodbye” and “T love you.” History will
show that a prayer was said. One guy said,
“Let’s roll.” These citizens took the plane
into the ground to save lives, to serve some-
thing greater than themselves.

That spirit of America is so strong and so
alive, it allows me to boldly predict that out
of the evil done to this country is going to
come incredible good, not only a peaceful
world but a more compassionate and hopeful
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and decent America for every citizen who’s
lucky enough to live in this country.

And I can make that prediction with abso-
lute certainty, because I know America. This
is the greatest country, full of the most de-
cent people on the face of this Earth. I'm
honored you're here. May God bless you all,
and may God bless America.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Fairmont Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. M.J. “Mike” Foster
of Louisiana; Pat Brister, chairman, Republican
Party of Louisiana; Donald “Boysie” Bollinger,
chairman of the board and chief executive officer,
Bollinger Shipyards, Inc; Abd al-Rahim al-
Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the Per-
sian Gulf; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Proclamation 7632—National Drunk

and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 2002

December 3, 2002

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

Drunk and drugged driving threatens the
safety of millions of Americans. Reducing the
incidence of impaired driving remains one
of our Nation’s greatest challenges. As we
gather with family and friends to celebrate
this holiday season, I urge all Americans to
observe National Drunk and Drugged Driv-
ing Prevention Month by making responsible
choices that will help keep our roads safer
for all.

Drunk driving accidents take a life every
30 minutes and injure someone every 2 min-
utes. In the last 24 months, 41 percent of
those killed in traffic accidents, which is al-
most 35,000 Americans, have been killed in
alcohol-related crashes. To better protect our
citizens and decrease the number of drunk
and drugged driving traffic accidents, we
must work together to educate our commu-
nities about the seriousness of this offense
and we must raise awareness of its dev-
astating consequences.
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My Administration supports efforts to save
lives and prevent injuries resulting from im-
paired driving. The Department of Transpor-
tation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) works with local law
enforcement agencies that conduct sobriety
checkpoints and saturation patrols; and it also
supports State efforts to pass legislation that
increases punishment for those who drink
and drive.

The NHTSA and its State and local part-
ners are dedicated to eliminating impaired
driving and stopping the associated injuries
and fatalities. The NHTSA’s national safety
campaign—You Drink & Drive. You
Lose.—aims to lower America’s impaired
driving fatality rate to less than 11,000 people
per year by the year 2005. By providing its
partner organizations with guidance on over-
coming this national challenge, this impor-
tant campaign is assisting local law enforce-
ment agencies, community groups and orga-
nizations, public health professionals, and
businesses to coordinate and address this
vital issue.

As part of the You Drink & Drive. You
Lose. campaign, law enforcement agencies
across the Nation will be out in full force
from December 20, 2002, to January 5, 2003,
to stop drunk and drugged driving. During
the holiday season, organizations and citizens
throughout the country also will be working
to prevent this deadly activity by encouraging
citizens to choose sober, designated drivers,
keep impaired family members and friends
off our roads, report drivers who are under
the influence, and educate young people
about safe, alcohol- and drug-free driving be-
havior. Through cooperation and determina-
tion, every American can do something to
make a difference and help stop impaired
drivers before they harm others.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 2002
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I call upon State and com-
munity leaders to join the You Drink &
Drive. You Lose. national mobilization be-
tween December 20, 2002, and January 5,
2003. I also urge all Americans to work to
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enhance the safety of our Nation’s roadways
and protect the well-being of our drivers,
passengers, and pedestrians during this holi-
day season and every day of the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 5, 2002]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 6.

Remarks on Signing the Dot Kids
Implementation and Efficiency Act
of 2002 and an Exchange With
Reporters

December 4, 2002

The President. Good morning. Thank
you. Please be seated. Thank you for coming.

Legislation I sign today will create a new
place on the Internet that is safe for our chil-
dren to learn and to play and to explore. Dot
Kids will be part of the U.S. country domain
on the Internet. It will function much like
the children’s section of a library, where par-
ents feel comfortable allowing their children
to browse. It will be a safe place for children
to go.

This bill is a wise and necessary step to
safeguard our children while they use com-
puters and discover the great possibilities of
the Internet. Every site designated *kids”
will be a safe zone for children. The sites
will be monitored for content, for safety, and
all objectionable material will be removed.
Online chat rooms and instant messaging will
be prohibited, unless they can be certified
as safe. The Web-sites under this new do-
main will not connect a child to other online
sites outside the child-friendly zone.

I want to thank the supporters of this good
piece of legislation. I want to thank them for
their hard work: Representatives Shimkus,
Upton, and Markey, as well as Senators En-
sign, Dorgan and Fitzgerald. I want to thank
them for coming. I am going to ask them
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to come up in just a second as I sign this
piece of legislation.

All of us here today share the same goals:
We must give our Nation’s children every op-
portunity to grow in knowledge without un-
dermining their character. We must give par-
ents effective tools to help their children
learn. And we must be on the side of our
parents as they work hard to raise their chil-
dren. We must give our parents the peace
of mind knowing their children are learning
in safety. This act of Congress helps us meet
these goals.

I appreciate you all coming today. It’s my
honor now to sign the Dot Kids Implementa-
tion and Efficiency Act. Would the Members
join me.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. I'll answer a few ques-
tions. Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated
Press], I may answer a few questions. You're
stuck in a mini press conference here. Yes?

U.N. Inspections in Iraq

Q. Sir, can you tell me specifically what
the inspectors have or haven’t been able to
do, what theyve uncovered, or what they
haven’t uncovered that leads you to believe
that the signs are not encouraging that
they’re doing their job?

The President. Yes. Well, I can tell you
this: This isn’t about inspectors. The issue
is whether Saddam Hussein will disarm. Will
he disarm in the name of peace? And we
expect him to fully comply. And you know,
one of my concerns is that in the past he
has shot at our airplanes. Anybody who
shoots at U.S. airplanes or British airplanes
is not somebody who looks like he’s inter-
ested in complying with disarmament. He
wrote letters, stinging rebukes to what the
U.N. did. He was very critical of the U.S.
and Britain. That doesn’t appear to be some-
body who was that anxious to comply.

But we've just started the process. And one
of the things that I want to continue to re-
mind Americans, this is not a game that we're
playing of hide-and-seek. This is our attempt
to work with the world community to create
peace. And the best way for peace is for Mr.
Saddam Hussein to disarm. It’s up to him
to make his decision.
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Yes.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan/
Inspections

Q. Kofi Annan said Iraq is cooperating.
Is there some daylight between you and

The President. We've been at this—
what—35 days. This is after 11 years of deceit
and defiance. And the issue, again, is not
hide-and-seek; the issue is whether or not
Saddam Hussein will disarm. And soon he’ll
be making a declaration of whether he has
any weapons. For years he said he didn’t have
any weapons. And now we’ll see whether or
not he does. And if he does, we expect them
to be completely destroyed and a full ac-
counting,

And I remind our citizens that the U.N.
Security Council voted overwhelmingly, 15
to nothing, for this approach we’ve taken.
Our NATO allies have joined us, and we all
expect Saddam Hussein to disarm.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Q. To follow on what Steve [Steve Hol-
land, Reuters] just asked you, do you disagree
with the Secretary General’s relatively opti-
mistic take on things?

The President. What 1 agree with is that
we've been doing this for 5 days, after 11
years of deception and deceit. The process
is just beginning. And the world will deter-
mine soon whether or not Saddam Hussein
is going to do what we've asked, which is,
in the name of peace, fully disarm. This is
not a game anymore of, “Well, I'll say one
thing and do another.” We expect him to dis-
arm. And now it’s up to him to do so. And
time will tell whether or not he is willing
to do so.

Yes.

Situation in Israel

Q. A 95-year-old woman was killed on the
West Bank yesterday, and aid groups say that
malnutrition among Palestinian children is
reaching crisis  proportions. What are you
doing to alleviate that suffering? And are you
concerned that the desperation of the Pales-
tinian community is driving them into the
arms of Al Qaida?

The President. I am concerned that ter-
rorists have disrupted the ability for peace-
loving people to move a process forward. I
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am concerned about that. And our country
will continue to fight terror and join our allies
in fighting terror wherever it exists. And so
I fully understand the Israeli Government’s
attempt to stamp out terror, because we'll
never have peace so long as terrorists are able
to disrupt. I'm also concerned about the
plight of the Palestinian people. I'm con-
cerned about suffering that has taken place
as a result of the activities of terrorists.

We're working with the Sharon govern-
ment to allow for tax receipts to be redistrib-
uted amongst the Palestinian people. And
there are a lot of nongovernmental organiza-
tions doing work within the Palestinian terri-
tory to make sure that people don’t starve.

But the net effect of terrorism is to not
only stop the peace process but is to cause
suffering amongst all the people of the re-
gion. And that’s why our war against terror
must—must remain steadfast and strong,
wherever terror exists.

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. Oh,
you just asked a question.

Q. I'll ask another one

The President. No, that’s fine. That’s
plenty. [Laughter] You did a wonderful job.
It was such a great question, I already forgot
it. Next. [Laughter]

Al Qaida

Q. Are you concerned about Al Qaida on
the West Bank?

The President. I am concerned about Al
Qaida anywhere. I believe that Al Qaida was
involved in the African bombings, in Kenya.
I believe Al Qaida hates freedom. I believe
Al Qaida will strike anywhere they can in
order to disrupt a civil society, and that’s why
were on the hunt. And were making
progress. Slowly but surely, we're disman-
tling the Al Qaida network. It doesn’t matter
how long it takes to find them; well find
them. And we're going to bring them to jus-
tice. And the good news is, is that the free
world is—recognizes the threats that we all
face, and therefore, we’re more bound to-
gether than we've ever been, in cutting off
money, in sharing intelligence, and bringing
people to justice.

And it’s a dangerous world we live in, be-
cause there’s still terrorists on the loose. And
this is the great charge we have. This is the
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first war of the 21st century, and it’s a dif-
ferent kind of war. It’s a different kind of
war than our fathers and grandfathers fought.
It requires the same amount of courage and
the same amount of focus. And this Govern-
ment will continue to provide that focus.

U.S. Relations With the Muslim World

Q. Sir, there’s a report out today that
shows a sharp deterioration in public atti-
tudes abroad about this country, particularly
among Muslim nations and key allies like
Turkey and Pakistan. Are you concerned, sir,
that your message that this is—that the anti-
terror campaign is not a war against Islam
is somehow not getting to those people?

The President. Well, I haven’t seen the
report. As you know, I remain skeptical about
polls. I don’t run my administration based
upon polls and focus groups. I'm running this
war against terror based upon freedom and
doing my obligation to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up in a free and safe society.

I hope the message that we fight not a
religion but a group of fanatics which have
hijacked a religion is getting through. I un-
derstand the propaganda machines are
cranked up in the international community
that paints our country in a bad light. We’ll
do everything we can to remind people that
we’ve never been a nation of conquerors;
we're a nation of liberators.

And I would ask the skeptics to look at
Afghanistan, where not only did this country
rout the Taliban, which was one of the most
barbaric regimes in the history of mankind,
but thanks to our strength and our compas-
sion, many young girls now go to school for
the first time. General McNeill, who is our
general in Afghanistan, was in today, in the
Situation Room, and gave me a briefing
about the human condition in Afghanistan.
It's improving dramatically. There are
projects after projects after projects of—
going forward where the United States and
other NGOs are involved to improve the
human condition.

The Muslim world will eventually realize,
if they don’t now, that we believe in freedom
and we respect all individuals. Unlike the kill-
ers, we value each life in America. Everybody
is precious. Everybody counts.
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And to the extent that we need to continue
to make that message work, we will try to
do so. But the best thing we can do is to
show results from our activities and be able
to point to the fact that not only did we lib-
erate Afghanistan from the Taliban, we re-
main in place, with a lot of aid and a lot
of help. And the suffering of the—the human
condition is improving, and suffering is less
because of the United States of America.

Thank you all. Thanks for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Irag; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel; and
Lt. Gen. Dan K. McNeill, USA, commander of
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved
December 4, was assigned Public Law No. 107-
317.

Remarks on Lighting the
Hanukkah Menorah

December 4, 2002

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Hanuk-
kah, the Jewish festival of lights. This holiday
marks the victory of Jewish patriots over op-
pression more than two millennia ago. The
menorah represents an ancient miracle, in
which a lamp with only enough oil for one
day burned eight.

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message of
hope—that light will overcome darkness, that
goodness will overcome evil, and that faith
can accomplish miracles.

Today, the spirit of those early patriots
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and
throughout the Jewish community and
among all brave people who fight violence
and terror. We pray that this season of light
will also be a season of peace for the Jewish
people.

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz
is a modern orthodox Jewish day school in
Manhattan, and we're grateful to the stu-
dents for making the trip to join us today.

I also want to thank Congregation Rodeph
Shalom in Philadelphia for the use of this
beautiful menorah. Founded in 1795,
Rodeph Shalom was the first Ashkenazic con-
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gregation established in the Western Hemi-
sphere.

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella and
Alexandra Wald from New York City. We
welcome the girls here, and the honor is
yours.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the
Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at the White
House.

Statement on the 100th Birthday of
Senator Strom Thurmond

December 4, 2002

As United States Senator Strom Thur-
mond turns 100, I am proud to join the peo-
ple of South Carolina in praising him, his val-
ues, and his good works.

Celebrating his 100th birthday as a sitting
U.S. Senator is unique in our history, as was
his 1954 election to the Senate as a write-
in candidate. He has served his fellow citi-
zens as teacher, coach, State legislator, and
Governor. Additionally, while serving as a
circuit court judge, he volunteered for com-
bat duty during World War IT and later land-
ed a glider at Normandy on D-Day at the
age of 41. For his military service, he earned
18 decorations, medals, and awards, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, Bronze Star for Valor, Purple Heart, Bel-
gian Order of the Crown, and French Croix
de Guerre.

I had the privilege of campaigning across
South Carolina with Senator Thurmond in
1988. I will never forget his beautiful speech-
es, his love for the people, and their love
for him.

My family and I are among the myriad who
have great respect and admiration for the
Senator. His patriotism, courage, and life-
time dedication to South Carolina and his
Nation will always be remembered. I am
looking forward to having Senator Thurmond
at the White House Friday to celebrate his
centennial year.

God bless you, Strom. The Nation and I
are grateful for your life of service.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergencies With Respect
to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
and Kosovo

December 4, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a combined 6-month
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergencies declared with respect
to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) in Executive Order 12808
on May 30, 1992, and Kosovo in Executive
Order 13088 on June 9, 1998.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Letters were sent to ]. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Daniel T. arap Moi of
Kenya and Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi of Ethiopia and an Exchange
With Reporters

December 5, 2002

President Bush. Here’s what we're going
to do. I'm going to welcome our friends to
the Cabinet Room in the White House. Each
leader will make a statement. We’ll then have
one question from an American, one ques-
tion from a Kenyan, and one question from
an Ethiopian. The President and the Prime
Minister will decide who gets the questions,
as will I.

First, it’'s an honor to welcome President
Moi and Prime Minister Meles to the—this
is where we do our work, the Cabinet Room.
We welcome two strong friends of America
here, two leaders of countries which have
joined us in the—to fight the global war on
terror, two steadfast allies, two people that
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the American people can count on when it
comes to winning the first war of the 21st
century. And I'm so pleased that the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister have agreed to
come and have a substantive visit. I thank
their delegations for coming with them, and
I look forward to a good and open discussion
about how we can advance our respective in-
terests.

So Mr. President, welcome. President Moi
is a strong leader of Kenya. He is leading
the country to a transition period through
open elections. And Mr. President, you have
distinguished yourself by your service to your
country, and I appreciate that, and we wel-
come you.

President Moi. Thank you very much in-
deed. I'm delighted to have my last visit to
the United States as President of the Repub-
lic of Kenya. We are—I am here to discuss
a wide range of issues. The most important
issue is the security within the Horn of Africa
and particularly my own country, Kenya.

These are important issues which will en-
able us to handle and manage terrorism in
that part of the world. And so I am delighted
to be in Washington today.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank
you. And of course, I want to reiterate what
I have said before, and that is, our country
mourns the loss of life in Kenya, the tragedy
that befell your country as a result of killers
trying to terrorize freedom-loving people.
And T appreciate your leadership on that
issue.

Mr. Prime Minister, I'm so honored that
you’re here. Welcome.

Prime Minister Meles. Thank you, Mr.
President. We are all here very glad that
we've been welcomed to Washington. A mo-
ment ago you said that we are engaged in
the first war of the 21st century. We believe
that the war against terrorism is a war against
people who have not caught up with the 21st
century, who have values and ideals that are
contrary to the values of the 21Ist century.
And in that context, it’s a fight not between
the United States and some groups; it's a
fight between those who want to catch up
with the 21st century and those who want
to remain where they are.

So I want to assure you that we are all
with you against forces of terror and—
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[inaudible]—and I appreciate your support
and leadership. Thank you very much for
welcoming us

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister.

We'll have one question from each side
here. Jackson [David Jackson, Dallas Morn-
ing News].

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s
Decision To Disarm

Q. Mr. President, I've been out in the
country on vacation, and a lot of people have
asked me, “What are the chances that we're
actually going to war with Iraq?” I mean, how
likely is war, and what would trigger it?

President Bush. Right. That’s the ques-
tion that you should ask to Saddam Hussein.
[Laughter] It’s his choice to make. And Sad-
dam Hussein must disarm. The international
community has come together through the
United Nations Security Council and voted
15 to nothing for Saddam Hussein to disarm.
We recently got back from NATO, where our
NATO Allies voted overwhelmingly to send
the same message.

So David, to answer your question, the
question is whether or not he chooses to dis-
arm, and we hope he does. For the sake of
peace, he must disarm.

There are inspectors inside the country
now, and the inspectors are there not to play
a game of hide-and-seek, but theyre there
to verify whether or not Mr. Saddam Hussein
is going to disarm. And we hope he does.

Q. But at what point would you make that
decision?

President Bush. We hope he does. You'll
see.

Mr. President, would you care to call from
somebody from the Kenyan press? You don’t
have to if you don’t want to. [Laughter] I
thought it would be hospitable.

Q. I'm here from Ethiopia.

President Bush. Well, we'll get you next,
sir. [Laughter] Is the Kenyan reporter here?
Oh, there.

War on Terror

Q. I would like to know, since Kenya has
been a victim of terrorism, what has the U.S.
Government put into place, what measures
have you put into place to assist Kenya
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President Bush. Yes. Well, that’s what
we're going to talk about, of course. And part
of the reason the President has come is to
discuss ways that we can continue our aid
program and continue our work together.

The other thing we must remember is that
the war on terror is global in nature and that
if the terrorists could strike in Kenya, they
could strike in Ethiopia; they could strike in
Europe; and that we must continue this war,
to hunt these killers down one at a time, to
bring them to justice, which means informa-
tion sharing. We're pleased with the informa-
tion sharing we're getting from our allies
here. It means cutting off the money, and
it means bringing to justice—like the Kenyan
authorities will be doing to those who kill
and take innocent life.

Would you care to call on somebody from
your press corps?

U.S. Assistance to Kenya and Ethiopia

Q. I'm going to repeat the same question
the Kenyan reporter asked of you. What
could be exactly the role of the United States
in assisting those African countries, particu-
larly who are the victims of terrorism?

President Bush. Yes. Well, information
sharing, for example—we’ve got a good intel-
ligence-gathering network, made stronger by
the fact that we share information between
countries. But if we get wind that somebody
is thinking about doing something to Ethi-
opia, we’re prepared to work with the Ethio-
pian Government to disrupt any plans.

The best thing we can do to help secure
your countries is to chase the killers down,
and we’re making good progress. Slowly but
surely, we're dismantling an Al Qaida net-
work. And that inures to the benefit of all
the countries of the world.

We, of course, will be talking to—about
issues such as drought as well. We'll be talk-
ing about other issues, economic vitality. T'll
be thanking these leaders for their work in
bringing stability and peace to their part of
the continent of Africa. These are leaders;
these are men who have stepped forward and
have shown vision and leadership, and we're
grateful for that.

Thank you all for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office
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of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Eid al-Fitr
December 5, 2002

Thank you very much, sir. It's good to be
with you again. And it is my honor to visit
the Islamic Center of Washington once
again.

For half a century, this beautiful mosque
has served as a place of worship for Muslims
and has helped to advance understanding be-
tween people of different faiths. Millions of
our fellow Americans practice the Muslim
faith. They lead lives of honesty and justice
and compassion.

I am pleased to join you today in the cele-
bration of Eid, the culmination of the holy
month of Ramadan. I appreciate so very
much Dr. Khouj, and I want to thank the
other distinguished imams from the Wash-
ington, DC, area. Thank you all for being
here. And I enjoyed our visit. I also appre-
ciate the Muslim schoolchildren who are
here, telling me stories and reading poems
and showing me artwork. Please tell them
thanks again for their hospitality.

Islam traces its origins back to God’s call
on Abraham. And Ramadan commemorates
the revelation of God’s word in the Holy
Koran to the prophet Mohammad, a word
that is read and recited with special attention
and reverence by Muslims during this season.

Over the past month, Muslims have fasted,
taking no food or water during daylight
hours, in order to refocus their minds on faith
and redirect their hearts to charity. Muslims
worldwide have stretched out a hand of
mercy to those in need. Charity tables, at
which the poor can break their fast, line the
streets of cities and towns. And gifts of food
and clothing and money are distributed to
ensure that all share in God’s abundance.
Muslims often invite members of other fami-
lies to their evening iftaar meals, dem-
onstrating a spirit of tolerance.

During Eid al-Fitr, Muslims celebrate the
completion of their fast and the blessings of
renewed faith that have come with it. Cus-
toms vary between countries, from illu-
minating lanterns in Egypt to lighting fire-
crackers in Pakistan, to inviting elders to tra-
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ditional feasts in Niger. Around the world,
families and neighbors and friends gather to
share traditional foods and congratulate each
other on meeting the test of Ramadan.

The spirit behind this holiday is a reminder
that Islam brings hope and comfort to more
than a billion people worldwide. Islam af-
firms God’s justice and insists on man’s moral
responsibility. This holiday is also an occasion
to remember that Islam gave birth to a rich
civilization of learning that has benefited
mankind.

Here in the United States, our Muslim citi-
zens are making many contributions in busi-
ness, science and law, medicine and edu-
cation, and in other fields. Muslim members
of our Armed Forces and of my administra-
tion are serving their fellow Americans with
distinction, upholding our Nation’s ideals of
liberty and justice in a world at peace. And
in our Nation’s Capital, this center contrib-
utes greatly to our spiritual and cultural life.

On behalf of Laura and our family and the
American people, I bring our best wishes to
all who worship here and to Muslims
throughout the world for a joyous Eid and
for health and happiness and prosperity in
the year to come.

Eid Mubarak. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
mosque at the Islamic Center of Washington, DC.
In his remarks, he referred to Abdullah Khouj,
director of the center. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Eid al-Fitr, 2002
December 5, 2002

I send greetings to Muslims in the United
States and around the world as you celebrate
Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the Fast.

At the end of Ramadan, the Islamic month
of fasting, worship, and reflection, Eid cele-
brates the renewal of faith, hope, and com-
passion. During this time of great rejoicing,
Muslims give thanks for the blessings they
have been granted, and demonstrate their
commitment to the Qurian’s teachings by
helping those in need. These acts of kindness
and generosity strengthen communities
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worldwide, and as we observe this holiday
season, I encourage Americans of all faiths
to join in building a culture of service that
demonstrates the true character of our Na-
tion.

America treasures the relationship we have
with our many Muslim friends, and we re-
spect the vibrant faith of Islam which inspires
countless individuals to lead lives of honesty,
integrity, and morality. This year, may Eid
also be a time in which we recognize the val-
ues of progress, pluralism, and acceptance
that bind us together as a Nation and a global
community. By working together to advance
mutual understanding, we point the way to
a brighter future for all.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a joyous Eid, and for health, happiness,
and prosperity in the coming year.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks on Lighting the National
Christmas Tree

December 5, 2002

Thank you very much. With the lighting
of the National Christmas Tree, we observe
one of the great traditions of our Nation’s
Capital. And throughout the Christmas sea-
son, we recall that God’s love is found in
humble places, and God’s peace is offered
to all of us. Laura and I are pleased to be
with you at this Christmas Pageant of Peace,
and we thank you all for coming as well.

I want to thank Barbara for hosting this
event. I want to thank all the entertainers
for making the night such a special evening.
Thank you all for coming. I want to thank
Peter and the board of directors and the pro-
duction team for organizing this fine event.
I appreciate Santa coming. [Laughter] Looks
like he needs a belt for Christmas. [Laughter]
Finally, I want to thank all the good people
of the National Park Service. The National
Christmas Tree is a living tree, and the Park
Service looks after it every single day of the
year.
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For nearly 80 years, in times of calm and
in times of challenge, Americans have gath-
ered for this ceremony. The simple story we
remember during this season speaks to every
generation. It is the story of a quiet birth
in a little town on the margins of an indif-
ferent empire, yet that single event set the
direction of history and still changes millions
of lives. For over two millennia, Christmas
has carried the message that God is with us,
and because He’s with us, we can always live
in hope.

In this season, we celebrate with our fami-
lies—and deeply miss family members no
longer with us. Thousands of families in our
Nation are still grieving over the terrible
losses that came to them last year on Sep-
tember the 11th. We pray for their comfort.
We pray for the comfort for everyone who
has lost a life this year.

Our entire Nation is also thinking at this
time of year of the men and women in the
military, many of whom will spend this
Christmas at posts far from home. They stand
between Americans and grave danger. They
serve in the cause of peace and freedom.
They wear the uniform proudly, and we are
proud of them.

Laura and I wish every American family
the blessings of this season, happy holidays,
and a merry Christmas. And now we have
the honor of lighting the National Christmas
Tree. And joining us we've got two new
friends, Samara Banks and Ben Schneller, to
help us light this tree.

Now, if everybody—you all step up here.
[Laughter] Get ready. Please join us in the
countdown: Five, four, three, two, one.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. on the
Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pageant of
Peace. In his remarks, he referred to actress Bar-
bara Eden, hostess, and Peter F. Nostrand, chair-
man, Christmas Pageant of Peace; entertainer Roy
Clark, who played Santa Claus; and Samara Banks
and Ben Schneller, children who assisted the
President in lighting the National Christmas Tree.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.
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Statement on the Resignations of
Treasury Secretary Paul H. O’Neill
and National Economic Council
Director Lawrence Lindsey

December 6, 2002

My economic team has worked with me
to craft and implement an economic agenda
that helped to lead the Nation out of reces-
sion and back into a period of growth. I ap-
preciate Paul O’Neill’s and Larry Lindsey’s
important contributions to making this hap-
pen. Both are highly talented and dedicated,
and they have served my administration and
our Nation well. I thank them for their excel-
lent service.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 30

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had intelligence
briefings.

December 1

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

December 2

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with President Daniel T.
arap Moi of Kenya to express his condolences
concerning the November 28 terrorist attacks
in Kenya.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with the 2002 NASCAR Win-
ston Cup Series champion, Tony Stewart,
and Stewart’s team owner, Joe Gibbs.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Daniel T.
arap Moi of Kenya and Prime Minister Meles
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Zenawi of Ethiopia to the White House on
December 5.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Zalmay Khalilzad as Special Envoy
and Ambassador at Large for Free Iraqis.

December 3

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Shreveport, LA. In the afternoon, he trav-
eled to New Orleans, LA, and later returned
to Washington, DC.

December 4

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Paavo Lipponen of Finland to Washington,
DC, on December 9.

The White House announced that the
President will host President Jose Maria
Aznar of Spain for a meeting and luncheon
on December 18.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert D. McCallum, Jr., to be As-
sociate Attorney General at the Department
of Justice.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe winter storms, flooding,
coastal erosion, and tidal surge on October
23—-November 12.

December 5

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council.

December 6

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vladimir
Putin of Russia concerning the situation in
the Korean Peninsula. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council.

In the afternoon, the President went to the
headquarters of the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative, where he spoke to USTR
employees. Later, in the State Room at the
White House, he attended a 100th birthday
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reception for Senator Strom Thurmond of
South Carolina.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Ellen L. Weintraub as a mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NotE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Friday, November 22, no nominations were
submitted to the Senate during the period covered
by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of remarks by National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice at the Karamah
Iftaar Dinner

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
With Kenyan President Moi and Ethiopian
Prime Minister Meles

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the appointments of Elliott Abrams as Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Senior Di-
rector for Near East and North African Af-
fairs and Flynt Leverett as Senior Director
for Middle East Initiatives at the National
Security Council

Statement by the Press Secretary on appoint-
ment of Special Envoy and Ambassador at
Large for Free Iragis

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2621, H.R.
3758, H.R. 3988, H.R. 4727, H.R. 5590, H.R.
5708, H.R. 5716, H.]. Res. 117, and S. 3156
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Released December 3

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released December 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen of Finland

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain
Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Alaska

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 2712, H.R.727,
H.R. 2595, H.R. 5469, S. 1010, S. 1226, S.
1907, S. 1946, S. 2239, S.J.Res. 53, and H.R.
5504

Released December 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released December 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1240 and S. 2237

Fact sheet: U.S.-Canada Smart Border/30
Point Action Plan Update

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 2

H.R. 2621 / Public Law 107-307
Product Packaging Protection Act of 2002

H.R. 3908 / Public Law 107-308
North American Wetlands Conservation Re-
authorization Act
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H.R. 3988 / Public Law 107-309

To amend title 36, United States Code, to
clarify the requirements for eligibility in the
American Legion

H.R. 4727 / Public Law 107-310
Dam Safety and Security Act of 2002

H.R. 5590 / Public Law 107-311
Armed Forces Domestic Security Act

H.R. 5708 / Public Law 107-312
To reduce the preexisting PAYGO balances,
and for other purposes

H.R. 5716 / Public Law 107-313
Mental Health Parity Reauthorization Act of
2002

H.R. 4546 / Public Law 107-314
Bob Stump National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2003

H.J. Res. 117 / Public Law 107-315
Approving the location of the commemora-
tive work in the District of Columbia hon-
oring former President John Adams

S. 3156 / Public Law 107-316
Paul and Sheila Wellstone Center for Com-
munity Building Act

H.R. 3758 / Private Law 107-6
For the relief of So Hyun Jun

Approved December 4

H.R. 3833 / Public Law 107-317
Dot Kids Implementation and Efficiency Act
of 2002

H.R. 5504 / Public Law 107-318
Anton’s Law

H.R. 727 / Public Law 107-319

To amend the Consumer Product Safety Act
to provide that low-speed electric bicycles
are consumer products subject to such Act

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

H.R. 2595 / Public Law 107-320
To direct the Secretary of the Army to convey
a parcel of land to Chatham County, Georgia

H.R. 5469 / Public Law 107-321
Small Webcaster Settlement Act of 2002

S. 1010 / Public Law 107-322

To extend the deadline for commencement
of construction of a hydroelectric project in
the State of North Carolina

S. 1226 / Public Law 107-323
POW/MIA Memorial Flag Act of 2002

S. 1907 / Public Law 107-324
To direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain land to the city of Haines, Oregon

S. 1946 / Public Law 107-325
Old Spanish Trail Recognition Act of 2002

S. 2239 / Public Law 107-326
FHA Downpayment Simplification Act of
2002

S. 2712 / Public Law 107-327
Afghanistan Freedom Support Act of 2002

S.J. Res. 53 / Public Law 107-328
Relative to the convening of the first session
of the One Hundred Eighth Congress

Approved December 6

S. 1240 / Public Law 107-329

To provide for the acquisition of land and
construction of an interagency administrative
and visitor facility at the entrance to Amer-
ican Fork Canyon, Utah, and for other pur-
poses

S. 2237 / Public Law 107-330
Veterans Benefits Act of 2002



